Estimates of the direct cost per case and overall burden of trichomoniasis for the employer-sponsored privately insured women population in the United States, 2001 to 2005.
Little is known about the direct medical cost and overall burden of trichomoniasis among women in the United States. We extracted insurance claims for trichomoniasis for 2001 to 2005 from the MEDSTAT MarketScan database using International Classification of Diseases, ninth revision codes. The analysis was restricted to outpatient care and prescription drug claims for women in 4 age categories; under 15, 15 to 24, 25 to 34, and 35 to 64. We used Current Procedures Terminology codes to analyze diagnostic methodologies. All costs were adjusted to 2005 US dollars. The average outpatient and prescription drug costs per episode for all ages were 97 dollars and 9 dollars, respectively. The resulting average total cost per episode was 101 dollars (about 50% did not have drug costs). Average total cost among women aged 15 to 24 years (120 dollars) was significantly (P < 0.01) higher than all other age categories. The estimated annual economic burden was 6.8 million dollars among privately insured women and 18.9 million dollars among all women from the United States. The incidence rate for female enrollees (all ages) having claims was 91 per 100,000 enrollees. Incidence rates were highest for women aged 25 to 29 years (185 per 100,000), followed by women aged 20 to 24 years (166 per 100,000). The most common diagnostic procedure seemed to be wet mount, but nonspecificity of Current Procedures Terminology codes inhibited the analysis of diagnostic methodologies. The estimated economic burden was highest among reproductive age women (15-34 years). Our estimated economic burden represents a lower-bound estimate because it was based on direct medical costs only.